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EI EE EELE LENS rt 


To the moſt Revegend Father in God, 


MICHAEL. 
Lord Archbishop of Dublin, 


AW 
Lord Chancellor of the Kingdom of 


IRELAND. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


D* of my Friends, Auditors of this 
Sermon, have taken occaſion to be fo 
troubleſome to me for it, that I ſaw 
no way to deliver my ſelf from their diſplea- 
ſure, but by gratifying their importunity. The 
ſame Perſons, gs I underſtood, expreſly pro 
'feſſing when they ſhould have a Copy they would 
make it publick, T reſolved by making the Ori- 

'ginal ſuch my ſelf, to give both a and the 
World leave to” take 'as much of it as they 
<) A 2 ſhould 


The Epifile Dedicatory. | 


I cm net at all folicitous as to its Entertgin- 
ment in the World : being conſcious to,my ſelf 
its Contents are wholly ſober truth, with which 
if. any ſhould be angry; 1. ans ,ugt yet, ſatisfied 
that I ought to be concerned thereat, otherwiſe 
than to vouchſafe ſuch perſops m) Tyty, and the 
; *tharity of my Prayers. : | 10:19 cn WE TIES 

I only fear Vow your Grace mgyrefent ſo bold 

a Dedication : But I have to ſay for my ſelf, 

That, by the JaxeſD Laws of Gratatode;d Wight 
Jome publiek teſtification of your Graces ſingu- 
lar Sweetneſs and Conſtancy tome; That Thad 
no fitter: means of, ſuch teſtafication than.this, 
this. being my. firſt appeaxance; ini public in the 
Kingdom of Ircland, aud: beſides\ its being ot 
poſſible for me ever. ta pxeſent. in ſo ſhort 4.com- 
 p4ſs, more of, my ſelf and moſt iimate; thoughts 
na caſe. of this nature, than I bavedone bare.: 

( Now Firſt-fruits, und. what, is. maſk, ſngerely 
 Oure, ufe ts ons maſt acepablybtings,) 


That 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
That the Experience, which I.have had of your 
Graces favourable admiſſion "of Addreſſes far 
' more troubleſome than this , gave me confi- 
dence an attempt of Gratitude would not be 
ill taken. Zt : 

In this confidence T forbear other Apologies, 
and moſt paſſionately pray to your Grace, amidſt 
the great and various Yiciſſuudes of Humane 
affairs, ſuch continuance of Health, Fortunes, 
and the Divine Bleſſ ing, that you may long live, 
what admirably you are, a glorious Precedent and 
Patron of all Learning, Worth and Virtue. 


| Your Graces 
Dublin, Aug. 13. 
| 67 2, | 
moſt Humble Servant, 


Ely, Wetenhal. 
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T isa Rule as wholſom as ROAR "a deri. 
ving immediately from the great: deſign of all 
Sacred 'Scripture, ( wherejn whatfoever was 

<3" recorded, the'Apoſtle Ma of to'haye _ 

written for our euſangle and inftruftion) thar intlr 
ſeveral parts of it Levi were on: parzrcular occdj 
tore immediately addreſs'd ro- particulat a wes, 


) 


peoples: 


24) 
peoples or rg ho all, as every ſl FY ct is 
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If compliance with Ty SZ 5s ifll nor fic 
concern our ſelyes in a curious RIS into the 
Manners and Gor FEE of af whom 
our Proph& dike iefly ) 
were 11 lo ; nor yer 
into the Sg of Lo 2; corruption and 
miſery, (for thoſe fpartfrQehough of good ad. 
yantage-to. other A than thoſe we haye 
propoſed 0 —_ _ 6 Lp ichſtahding 
ſuch, for thi Are fecure 


cxougearue: But rather, 
the = TY here 
complains OF jury to the 


words On acco hh Sf generation ; and 


that even in this _ {as prefum'd ) moſt 
Eagle-ey'd age, mxat & do ſ as for 


hor knowledge, Eirſt, = tirgy, 
thethſoveting = RIGS 
| of of which people amongſt us-% 


Secondly, endeayour ſom age Seay , 
whenee thoſe cl op 
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| 6) 
any- fair pretence to knowledge, muth' more'to the 
cruly Judicious: "and a8 to thoſe, whoſe' good opr- 
1ons of themfelves are chiefly placed upon their 
own confidence, we beſeechſuch, with all humility, and 
in che'ſpirir of meekneſs, that they will be pleaſed to 
think" ſome men in the World,” who' do little elfe but 
ſeek knowledge, may hayoſome knowledge beſides 
themſtlyes”; and therefore impartially to confider, 
whether whar ſhall be ſaid ro them, carry nor greate 
Firus! ro convince them of the lack of ſound: knoty: 


edge, han What their owh ſtrong prefuyptions hear, 
to enſurethemof their being aeeadmeters of it: 
No: wiſe man but will be zhankfull to be'ſhewed his 
error: none therefore, who pretend to be ſuch, may 


reaſonably ill reſent, ,whar, ſincerity/and good will 


ſpeaks, to dilcoyer ſuch miſtakes, which there is 
much better eyidetice to pronounce pernicious, than 
to imagine tolerable. * 

*. Andrhat it may be apparent, I intend not to 4*iſ- 


gift the age by a wild and indefinite imputarion of 


ignorance. to it,, I ſhall with' all candour own the 
knowledge in which our ago thay be-confeſled emt- 
nent; and therefore, fr/, bring in a negarive anſwer 
ro the propoſed marter of enquiry, by ſaying, thar 
poople are not deliroyed"at preſent, ' ©. 


. . I, For lack of a Dogmatick hraledge, amounting 
from incricate Tpecttarions;; And fine hotions, whe: 
» 5T0} $3U: ©% 30 -Oof Bb" eve fro th 4 deſei d 
ther CS Tone of. tctrieye from their deſeryec 
Graves, -We haye Þotlr ini Socred matters and C40, 


concats towgh to JT "World: very one 
- | ently 


, 
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(4) | 

ently to. furniſh (1 had almoſt faid to oyeday) it, 
| fhouldit continue to.well nigh infinite ſucceſſions of 
ages. _ Beſides that we have been fertile of ſome 
Opinions which our days may ſolely boaſt of, there 
are few old Herefies, which have not receiycd a- 
mongſt us what improvement milchieyous wirs could 
_ givethem. And when the pecſcnt new (0ned fin- 
gwarities ſhall grow ſale, we are not likely to want 
a freſh ſucceſſion, ſo long as Spiritual illumimnations are 
Þ frequent, and. eyery petite hit of wild imagination 
mult be reputed an irradiation of the Holy Ghoſt, 

and a New Light from above. SIN 
. 'Nor doth this eminency extend it ſelf only to 
ſingle Opinions, bur, ſecondly, we are generally $kilfull 
in Bodies and Syſtems of them ;. and thoſe medeld 
and contrived jato,a dutifull ſubſerviency- ro the 
common defigns of innovating Factions. Of All 
'which new-framed Schemes, this be ſure is the con: 
ſtant Law, that they be /ax enough, immediately 
to place, upon none*or caſie terms, all who receive 
them in an inamiſlible poſſeſſion of the Diyine fa- 
your ; and rigid enough 0 the other ſide to damn 


all, who are fuchInfidels. as to put a ie {a be- 


twixt Saints. and -Confidents, or- to mens 
Chriſtianity ought to haye other reaſon beſides their 
ewn preſumption. hi 7 
. And from theſe two ariſeth a third ſort of pre- 
cious knowodge, in which we are of fo high actain- 
mens, that all our predeceſſors whereloever, have 
been but. meer Pugics and Chirsin compariſon of 
us. 


4 wo 


(s:) 

- us. I know not by what name fitfier to ſtile it, than 
Theological Lullianiſme, or the art of ſenceleſs Diyi- 
nity-Harangnes : a fine yerboſe malkatiye skill, by 
which men are able, without the trouble of any pre- 

' paration, to deliver endleſs and unintelligible Myſte- 
ries, inthelanguageof the Times, to preach and pray 
moſt ſpiritually, but in ttuth! to amuſe and confound 
themſelyes and their weak admirers with neither 
knows what. 

I would nor here bemiſtaken, as if I did light the 
Lifts of atteraxce in a particular relation as well to 
prayer, as preaching, in places and ſeaſons where their 
Uſe is meet + But I would fain haye men ratienally 

co conceive of them. For, verily iris neceſſary, that 
as we put a difference between ſpeaking ſpirirual? 

and ſpeaking wach, ſo that we know A 
ſpeaking is a habit attained by the common bleſſing 
of God upon mens »atural parts, induſtry and praffice 

in ſome meaſure improving them; 'and no ſuch Di- 
vine #»/airation as fancied : much leſs doth ic con- 
ſtizute that which they call Saving knowledge, or ne- 
ceſſarily proceed from a ſanQtified 


forms of ſpecch opghr-not-to; be To idolized, as be- 
ing nor'at all- an extraordinary gift; And further, 
in as muchas nething can be more notorious, than 
that through this one' Ewthufiaſtical ſtrain of thus 
; peratnng and praying, a multitude of the. moſt zea- 


z 


all reaſos and ſobriety, and neyer now think ch 
| B2z ; edific 


heart. And that- 
therefore the affeQation of. many and new-coinced 


ous pretenders ro. Religion are run clearly beyond. 


(6) AT 
edific by any Sermonor Prayer; hut-whenthey haye. 
got. a long'headleſs picce rot fluitirogether;, made 
-up of 'odd'Phraſes an} canting; Allegortes, our of 
which neither chemſelves: nor the wit/of man: can. 
pick ſenſe. That only; Þ fay,1they: judgwithem 
| ſelves to profit by, 'of- whivh- diftinth-ithey,-can 

imake nothing, and whichis/in vroth) anlyanew kind 
of empry noiſe; anditrait-of riddles -yoid'ofdober 
ſignification. -- IK WONA 
[ hope it wil be abſeryed'my-diſcourſc hitherto 
hath confi'dlie-ſelf'r6- Religious knowledge: :b could 
have piyen an accountof-ether:fores-of knowledpe 
forlack of -whidrmevare'tisr likely-ro periſh-i And 
I can ſcarcely fotbear thatmarvyellous Skilland Oa- 
'gatity we thave\all attained to-in Palicks, ſcarcea 
\ Foreman of a Shop-but'is acquainted 'with-all-rhe 
'reafons of State} As prblick needAtics, andfole ex- 
*pedients t0_falye theay\ And thereiurethere/and | 
there-difpers'd. littts|Yaart ricocious- ſuckers:of 
the late Republican BranMe, who ſet up for\Maſters 
in this Myftery ;;ard ſeraps.toperherInitefligences 
from every Poſts New$/arftl mwake-up-rheſrireokon- 
ings; and'rl{etico(itforr-meRtineeellary/andFalhiblc 
 Aphorifins,” Which: they eonfiliidy: diſyerfs aw all 
Companies, hopibg for, What tot tately they: fird, 
| oy drew Ln Fane. ab chis their | 
'Spittle7 ahd-as'giddily-again' difirſe (itz! Buy I 'wal 
paſs this =And'of all'the knowledge Lhnvehiches: 
to ſpoke of;'T Fay ,- maniats ſoar from byny ih 
danger 'for'thelaek" of a duridiis* Dogwatich, werbofe, 
213; ' *4 


CE ms 


| (7) 
or. pragmtical knowledge, that: 1 pray. God- the 


generality iot people be-not difiroyed by its ſuper- 


' abundlance.\c\ + fly Errfa He 
'To:come. then to- a pofrive ſatisfaion to the en- 
quiry in.hand-; which I moſt paſſionately beſecch 
all:;to-attend unto without prejudice , my deſign 
{God knaws it): being only to andeceive all 1 can, 
to 8xpoſe none: 11g"1 vis +l | 
!:/The:knowledge for lack of whichpeople ar pre- 
tefr aredeftroyed, is a. ſober: information of Conſci- 
<nce- touching matters of -Fazth and Pradtice , nz- 
x&lary:t their realſhappineſs : What thdſe matters 
are univerſally: to a/lmen, it.is not-eafte, haply.tior 
Paſſille preciſely to: detefmine;. by reaſon of, the 
variety of mens:conditions and the anſwerable ex- 


pettation' of: Juſtice, according :to that moſt equi- 


table rule;:( Luke 2:48). Unte whemſoever, much. is 
jm pong miuchbe required. Gertainly {ſ5 than 
this can-berequired: of-no-main:of ordinary, reaſon 
and' condition. 75mg 21 55 5! THEY 


Firſt; Tharhe underſtand his happineſs conſiſts not 


in -any of thoſe lower-enjoyments, butthat as his 


Soulis dirintdligetranid immortal being; fo it can - 


-never. bedacisfied but with-that- which: hath wichth 


ik; what M@its)ard miy'perfett all-its powers, and - 


ſha[l:beeteryabasir (elf,.of which Nartireis nothing 


herebelpw.!Onhn7azaebere-adminifters any thisg 


of real andogurdble cameyt And:if prifect arte 
wouldibeartainedund:weetetnally:[rcurgdihercin, 
fed fromiall:emdleftarion>and trouble:cofſcquent 


j 100.8 upon 6 


(8) 
upon former guilt, thenee muſt needs reſult a full 
content and complacence, as to any thing'from withie 
themans ſel And as to what withour him his Soul 
could further covet, it being ſuppoſed rhat in God 
infinitely dwells all good, and that Heaven gives us 
the ſight and exyoyment of him, it cannos be but a 
perſon ſo- qualified as before, being received into 
Heaven, is compleatly happy , or as'bleſſed as he 
. can be. Now to ſecure us in perfect Virtue and ſuch 
irs reſult, to acquit.us from-our Vices, and poſſeſs 
-us eternally of Heayen and the ſight of God, there 
is no probable { at -leaſt' no ſafe ) way but whar 
Chriſtianity propounds.: | | 


» 


"1: Upon this, Secondly, follows the necefliry of. Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, or an expeRation of remiſſion of ſins 
and ſuch compleat happineſs through him, upon 


the Ce of rhe conditions he requires.: Of 
-which conditions the ſumme is, that we believe and 
'honeſlly receive whatſoever) was delivered or pub- 
liſhed by him, when it is ſufficiently. deelared,unto 
us that it was by him delivered. So that it is eyi- 
dent, that though-for the gezeral, Faith.in Chriſt be 
the ſawmeto all men, that is:ro'fay; that all men are 
bound to receive-whatever-they are reaſonably ſa- 
tisfiedto haye: been deliver dby Chriſt, (and there- 
fore generally to be Virtuous;) yet to particw/ar per- 
ſons ir may be different, according'to the particular ' 
degeecs of. _lightthar' cyery:one hath enjoyed, that is, 
according'to; the evidence-ot:means- of fatisfattion 
the hath had and the capableneſs of his mind to 


admit 


_ 

admit fuch eyidenee : fo that in fine, that particu. 
lar: may be a point of Faith, and ſo of Duty to one 
man, which to another by reaſon of his ignorance 
or other impediment is not ſuch. In the meanwhile 
this cannot but be indubitably. eyident to a// men, 
who haye ſo, much as well heard of the Goſpe,, 
that it requireth all men. eyery where to reperr, 
vAGS 17. 30. | | 

That therefore, Thirdly, muſt be concluded, that. 
Repentance from dead works is. a matter of ſuch in- 


diſpenſible neceſlity. to the happineſs of cyery man, 


_ that whoſo is notduly infortnedin the narure of ir,. 


may be deſtroyed for lack of knowledze. And by ſuch 
Repentance we are not to underftand ſome tran- 
kent diſpleaſure with our ſelves for ſome ations.of 
ours, which we apprehend to haye been imprudent- 
7 or incommodioufly done, nor meerly a ſorrow 
or all our paſt ſins as well known as unknown ; 
Bur beſides this, (fr). a conſiderate and ftedfaſt 
purpoſe or reſolvedneſs to forſake fin, andapprove 
2 mans ſelf impartially holy, which is a change of 
mind ; and, ( ſecondly ) an honeſt endeavour according 
to that reſolvedneſs, which is a.chaxge of life. Acts 
of Contrition, Confeſſion, and mourning over ſin, are 
more truly feps and preparatives to. Repentance, by 
 whichas by a r cauſe this. purpoſe comes to 
be rooted and ſctled in rhe mans mind, than Repen- 
tance it ſelf; which, I ſay, if we will ſpeak of as ic 
is acceptable to God, and ayailableto our ſalvation, 
we muſt determine to be ſach a permanent habit as 
ah | A | already 


oye er ere toe I I 
hs 


(46) 
alfcady<ttltred; a*ncisPzt6, n<durable courſe:of 


Refotthition, nor atita/of ſdrrow;or a pangr of. 
deyotion,; or an amendificht for a dayor two.7 And: 


it is with to-be ſearet; that'the want-of the know: 


ledge of this the frut natireof Repentancey:occas: 


ſione@ by fonie mſufficierit Teachers miſtaking, and 
ſo miſrepreſentins t2Horiorijias deſttoyed many, 


and to this day retains the ſame miſchieyous nd. 


damning thfluence. 7 i» IDVCLTRG 34 

And, laſtly, becatſewe hayevderermined him only 
ro'be the true petiitefir, who thug/is; and remains a 
changed tnati,t A date? beg according to: 
liis reſolves; therefor& moſt wreceſſary to ſalyation 
muſt be the knowledge of pirticular Virraes, what 


thoſe Moral Dutits ate which'are required: of-us,. 


and what thoſe 555 which andet the pain-of erernal 
wrath we are to af6id: - Namely, that to God, be- 
ſides the 0atward iporſhip 'of Prayer;' Sacraments, 
and attending his Word, we ows a devour and pious 


z:mper of Soul, corifiſtingniaſweer' combination, 


of Faith, Hope) Love, Ehuiility,Fear;/ahd what Graces 
aſe of the" Iike nature 6 Men; if Goveryours; 
Honour,” Obedlicvct, ind *Lo21 #hafion as need ſhall 
require. 'He's no-pood Chriſtian who: would not 
venture his:Life and Fortunes, if called thereto in 
defence of Ai rightfiill Soyotdign.” Again, to mon! 
if #mply Superzoty/ and having nothing of oblipation 
upon vs,” but What the emWency of their: condition 
gives them, yet events theſe reſpedtively atcorditg 
fo their degree, r7onokr and” Keverence. *"T o' Equdis, 

n | | due 


(/ 


(11) 
due valuation of them , and modeſt praference : to 
Inferiors , courtefie and condeſcention as ne& re- 
quires: to all, juſtice,” charity, and good will, as well 
in words and actions as in thought. And, laſtly, to 
our ſelves, acare and reverence ſuiting our nature and 
condition, in not betraying our reaſon, our health, 
our honour, our eſtate, by any intemperare, vile or 
pittiful practices. I do not ſay that every private 
Chriſtian muſt be an exquiſire Caſuiſt, or able to 
cleaye an hair in determining the right of matters 
in every perplexed caſe: Herein they haye Spirirual 
Guides appointed them by God, whom they are to 
conſult. But ſurely as to the ordinary caſes of life, 
of common concernment to all men, each perſan 
ought to wear knowledge enough about him, to 
determine what is his duty, what his fv, or he 
is in great danger of being deſtroyed for lack. of 
knowledge. Ty EE 
Of theſe points then, the true happineſs of man, 
and ( the means thereto ) Faith in Tefas Chriſt, and 
Repentance from dead works, and to that purpoſe 


_ the zature of particular Yirtues, we have ſaid it is . 


neceſſary the Conſcience be ſoberly informed, or 


_ that in default thereof, men ars in all likelihood of 


periſhing for lack of knowledge. 


Now what we mean by due. informaticn of Conſci- 
ence, will appear beſt by cenſidering the nature of 


Conſcience it felt, which in truth is but another 


name for the Underſtanding, conſidered in a parti- 


cular regard. At leaſt as the mind of man takes in 


Or 
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(12), 
orconceives the natures and fiotions of things, and 
geticrally judgeth of them ; we call it- the Urder. 
Panding : As it is furniſhed With certain principles 


- and rules, by which as by its next and molt inti- 


mate guide the mans practice is directed, we call ir 
Confeience. Now that any thing may become a pris. 
ciple of Conſcience, and fo be of force'to ſway a 
man i his practice, it 1s neceſſary that the Propo- 
fition, which is ſuppoſed a Principle, be not only 
underfloed but believed, more or leſs, according as 
more ſtrongly or faintly it ſways the man. So that 
for a mans Conſcience to be duly informed touch- 
ive theſe matters, is not only for him ſpeculatiyely 
to comprehend the meaning of ſuch Propoſitions 
as thefe, God' is the chief good and happineſs of 
nin, Faith, Repenrance, and Virtue, are the means 
co-attain. the. ejoymient of this God , but to be 
deeply in his heart convinced and perſwaded of 
the yerity of theſethings, and his concernment as 
to them. | 

-If cherefore any perſon amongſt us, of common 
reaſon and capacity, Fe iznorart wherein true hap- 
pineſs doth-confiſt , what the true narure of Faith 
in Chriſt, Repentance, of Deyotion, Juſtice, Cha- 


. rity, Temperance, and Chaſtity is, or further, 


wan? the knowledge of ſuch things as are ſufficienr 
zo perſwade him of the. truth and neceſſity. of 
theſe - points, I ſay, that ſuch perſon dying thus 
wnorant, in. all likelihood periſheth for ack of 
Mowledge. Tm ONO, * MEG 


Bur 


OO EE tt. 


— 


But when I ſay thus,'T would beunderſtood to 
ſpeak only of ſuch whom providence hath bleſſed 
with the good tidings of the Goſpel of Peace,-and 
abilities in a good meaſure to comprehend irs 
Dodrine - That, of the Heathen World, and of Na- 


zarals, to whom leſs hath been given, leſs will be 


required, I ſuppoſe it becometh nor me to doubt. 
He amongſt ſuch, who Zelieveth God to Fe, and to 
be a rewarder of them that dilyently ſeek him, if he ſhall 
ſo ſeek him, and yet believe little or nothing more, 
becauſe by ſeeking he can find no more, may, for 
ought [ know, fit aboye them in Heayen, who fox 
wane of unbyaſs'd reaſon and charity, as: well to 
Almighty God, as the poor yirtuous Erhnick, 'or 
weak-headed Innocent, judge the mer ſo bad, as to 
be unfit fer Heayen ; or God ſo ill-natur'd, that is 


the infinitely good, ſo mercileſs a Tyrant, as to ex- 


clude men from happineſs, for what he deſignedly 
left them under an utter diſability to redreſs. 

| And now we are thus far up the hill, and can 
take a proſpe& of the deftrudtive ignorance , let 'us 
Nand-ſtif x while and look back, aridſee if we haye 
not-a reaſon to take up a /amerration, that black- 
nefs enfolds large traCts, and multitudes periſh for lack 
of knowledge. oF En 
+ Meeckly and without an affront to theknowledge 
- of the age, Firſt, as to that knowledge which. con- 
fiſts in a ſober and dilbatt ander/taridews Divine Truths, 
even ſuch as are neeſary, aro not the generality 

much to ſeck ? It hath nor been the bulineſs- of 
EIS C2 many 


mn 
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many Teachers to inſtru, but amuſe people in Re- 
ligion. - We. have been many of us bred up with 
Seraphick diſcourſes of the indwelling of the Spirir, 
and of wonder-working Grace, and of the Ele of God 
from before the ſoandaien of the W orld ; with endleſs 
and impertinent (many times moſt ſed;tious and 
lying ) catalogues of the ſigns of the Grace of God 
in his people : Wirh the glympſes of Chriſt, and how 
Believers are made partakers of the Divine Nature, 
whether the eſſerce of it be in us, or. only its effe#s, 
( which laſt was too ſober a truth for the age -) 
How each Believer ought to ſeek after a diſtin com- 
union with each perſon of the Trinity by himſelf ; 
with a naltitude of ſuch wy/terious whimfies, out of 
which, as I ſaid, the wit and reaſon of man cannot 
pick ſober ſence or truth. Hence it came to paſs, 
that eyery amuſed- or affrighted and thunder-ſtruck 
perſon, finding 'within his ; Ko a change which he 
knew not what to make of, in truth a tumulr of 


 affefttions much like (what they leadunto) a phrexfre, 


(ſometimes wonder, anon fear, then hope, then joy) 
eyery ſuch perſon, I ſay, thought himſelf a Convert, 


and began to talk of his experience.” And this was 


the work of Grase and Converfion. Then every one, 
who could perſwade himſelf God had a-fayour from 
ever for him, and not tor another, had the Faith of 
Gods Ele#, and this was Believing. Every good-meax- 
7 4 Womay, who by ſympathizing with groans and 

ynings which ſhe heard from the Pulpit, pur 
imger into the eye and'cryed, was a broken-hearted = 


perſon, 


nd PUR 
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perſon, and this was Repentance. And in every com- 
pany without fear of wit to zalk of Sermons, and 
Gods people, and to look demurely, was to be 4 gra- 
cious and precious perſon. And this was Virtue and 
Godlineſs. And, alas! theſe miſtakes are ſo deeply 
rooted in thehearts of many of the common people, 


_ of honeſt god-meaning, that we who would redreſs 


them, coming upon this ſad diſadyantage, that we 


are to put people out of conceit with themſelyes, 


and what they haye a long time pleaſed rhemſelyes 
in, as in a Fools Paradiſe, are by many ſuch honeſh 
abuſed perſons diſreliſhd, reviled, cryed out on as 
Carnal. Preachers, no whit ſpirirualizea ; nor can it 
yet (God knows when it will) be effected, that 
the Religzon of the multitude be much more than 
a confident , preſumptuous and irrational hnmour, 
than which there being nothing more contrar 
to ſober knowledge, alas! people periſh for lack of 
knowledge. | 
And, Secondly, as to Divine knowledge, as oppoſed to 
Scepticiſme in Religion, and as it ſignifies the ſeeing 
the evidence. of Religious Principles , which per- 
ſwades us ſolidly of their truth, is not rhe com- 
plaint as juſt and ſad as of the former branch, mul- 
titudes periſh for lack of it? As generally, ja/t:fying 
Faith, amongſt people, is nothing bur a truſt or cn- 
fidence of Gods favour in Chriſt , 1o,; with-the moſt 
part, the Fairh of Prigcip/es is little more than pinion, 
inſomuch that.not only the Artides of our: Creed, 
chat is, the chief points of Chriſtian Religion, but 
even 
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erch the common principles of «ll Religjdn,;rhe ſtand- 
ihg boundaries of good and evil, are wowed, que- 
ſtion'd and impugned,; and by reaſon of the multi- 
tude of Diſputants, we can ſcarce find Believers. Of 
this, ſad expericuce being an irrefragable proof, is 
there nor reafon to: take it wp! for & lamentation, 
Alas ! for it'is a day of darkneſs and of glownineſs, a 
day of clouds and thick darkneſs ſpread- upon the fice 
nor of the valleys only, but of the mountains? The 
zgvoraxce. (or. which-is much the ſame, miſtake-) of 
theſe plain! ecefarizs'in Religion; the not-ſecing, or 
(which is: but a-willful blindneſs) notartending to, 


the evidences whicly would perſwade men touching 


them, deftroys many_not only of: the inferiazr Com- 


monaly, burh:gher Perfonages. . - | | 
© But we haye poſſibly dwelt toe long on the view 
of this ungratefull ſubject, the'common deftruttive 
czme and woe - and time it were to conſult its re- 
dy, were it not proper and naturally conducing 
thereunto; firſt co inſpect its Gzfes, which was the 
ſecond thing propounded. , =, + + 
"The Firſt of which T take' to be, the mats fo 
many things xceeſſary to Chriſtianity, which indeed 
are ndt: for from hence it comes topaſs, that moſt 
men being not able to. give their whole time to Re- 
tipion, and'commontly allowing to it only fome. odd 
parts o# their yacancy and leifure, canneyer pene- 
rrate and digeſt the-ſo manifeld poo and mem. 
bers of'its-enlarged body. And then in ſo-great a 
Wilderneſs of pretended necefſarics, not being: able 


ro 
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to diſtery what. are apr. Fr pan ic may ber tuly | 


and ſolely) neceſſary, they upon the moſt” po- 
pular and commonly yentilated points, and totally 
or tor the moſt part negle& what ro them is of 
greater concernmenr. Verily, were Chriſtianity ſuch 
an #finite thing as ſomeſcem to have made it, it is 
not moſt mens 4ves, ( confidering they muſt follow 
common Callings ) that were ſufficient for them te 
attainunto a mean knowledgetherein. 

Amongſt thoſe things made neceſlary vo Chri- 
ſtianity, which are not, I ſhall inſtance only in two 
heads ; Various Doftrines, and Various Gifts. 

As to the firſt, It is ſcarce a moderate Yo/ume 
which will contain a Conf:fton of Faith, as ſome of 
our Faith-menders have enlarged it. And yet we 
haye all heard of more Holy and Orthodox times, 
when Twelve Articles compriſed its ſumme. If we 
would have more, we have a Catechiſm, which firſt 
_ acquainrs us with our Baptiſmal Vow, or the Co- 
yenant eyery- of us made or ought to keep with 
God; then, briefly, explains the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and Decalogue, things -we are concerned 
to know. by the particular branches of that. fore- 
-named Vow or Coyenant... And then, laſtly, adds 
wharis further neceſſary to be known and obſerved 
by us, as to'the Seals of rhat' Coyenant. This was - 
thought &vough by our Church for common men to 
know, inf order\to rhe making them Chriſtians, and 
poſſibly was'more lian what the Primitive-Church 
for two or three hundred' years thought neceſſary 
£00. What 
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What will ſome ſay? will you then haye our 
Bibles taken fromus? By no means. for theſe will 
teach you the ſame things in difterent forms, and 
beſides convince, you of their truth, and otherwiſe 
affect you with them, Bur when plain perſ6ns meet 
with hard places-in their Bibles, not relating to theſe 
neceſſaries, I would have them paſs ſuch difficulties 
over, and not interpret: them on their own heads, 
without a due Teacher , bur content themſclves 
commonly to know, to belieye, be aftected with, 
and praGtiſe theſe neceſſary points thus ſummarily 
compriſed. by our Church. ' And the truth is, ſince 
| the people haye had more knowledge than this, ir 
hath made rhem ( what it was objected to St. Paul 
his Learning had him ) mad : I ſhould have ſaid, 
ſince they haye had more, they have had leſs ; for 
they have negleted a. great deal of this, which 
was more neceſiary than what ſucceeded in its 
room. "aha | 
And yet how little a part is this, according to 
ſome, of the neceſſary Chriſtianity tor the people? 
Not a word here of the'ezernal Decrees of God, ac- 
co_og ro ſome the great and: neceſlary founda- 
tion of our happineſs. _ The reaſon poſſibly was, 
becauſe our Church thought ir enough, as ſhe ex- 
plains that pazt of the Creed, to belieye the holy 
Cathdlick Church was the Ele# people of God, or Gods 
choice people ;- but -of thoſe without, ſhe thoughr 
_the peeple oughr- to. judge, no more'than whar ſhe 
ſaith, and that js nothing. Again, not a werd here 
| of 
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of the boly Diſcipline, and what form, or if any, 
{triftly inſtituted nes Which if it were nor ne- 
= to the cop les common Chriſtianity, ſome 
inably did, and till do abuſe the World, 
ns preach to Thom little elſe or more yehement! 
than inyeltives againſt. Biſhops and Epiſcopacy. The 
reaſon why our Church paſs'd- this point over fo 
bghr'ys v/mgy be preſumed b cauſe ſhe und a for 
Government ſetled in the. Catholick Church, 
which could pretend ro more of a Divine iche 
vo any elſe "could " produced. And therefore 
what was enough cople to know , was what 
ſhe ſayes, that we Fo Wy ſabmit our ſelves to all our 
pe pede Teachers, : As pogo Paſtors and Ma- 
ſters. And of this point of Goycrnment, while t 
would know more, I, [any they unlearnthus — 
th ow forgetful of this necefſary. 1 may not 
rar Alc Ee: by- theſe ir is vic, the-ro0 
much: enlarging of Chriſtian Dodtrine, producetls the 
want of knowledge which weeoi of: 
| ee rhere are 'warious Gifts: made very much 
nec 


, or as they: ſpeak ro'a 
ious: Ts: which being not ſo necefſary 
-duce e the like effect; x 


hough' people ar; firſt cv 
 perceiye it.- 1 ſhall inſtance only in whar they call 
the Gift of Prayer, which ſome can ſcarce think any 


perſon who: hath received true-Grace, 'in ſyme 
-meaſure at. leaſbro.want.: \A-thing ſo'far-fromt be- - 


ing neceſſary; tq; every privare mans Chriſtianiy, 


IO it can; ſcarce ” ſaid ro. have any pro- 
| per 


picky up aords andoghrofess;! 
| Ped: ecdlary aa theyicdhaye. bee: £00- 
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per and diſti&t native at-all-. For if we: wilf.un- 
derſtand-any; thing: of ſenſe..teredy, its: import. is, 
2: gift, or ;fucaley! of wteranes 10) 488 Partigyap: caſe 
qr office of Prayer; and. fa:conliſts/in;a raireſs-of 
wwnention; and. velubility: of: ſpeech - Which, -whoſo 
has, and uſcth as muck £0 other: pucpoſes, ſuppole 


a Preaching; as'ra Prayingawhnld; be equa 2.2 


pert at -bothy chatt is; 30 ſay, linve 35s gand:4- gilt 
of Preapbing as of Projimg. . Soithiat: a 


terially- ane and: the-{ame, #4: a faculty of ready 


uttering-what a man iath cenceived, if there could 
ha! any ſuch diſftin$ thing; as the: gift: of Prayer, 
ther: gilt of Prayer waoyldibeino.mere nenifany 
amptrmer em Qhriftian, thaw-is would = 
be 'ta| every: Chriſtian) thar: be Hhdye-the / gifs of 
ing, becauſe Lfay the na$ure-of both is oxc 


and: the fame. I.cannot now. digrels yo. vindieate 
particular Texts, which giddy heads have detorted 


$9: aſſere-this marter; bur.T-only-lay',.and appeal 


for truth thereof. tg:ſad-expetience; that ſince pri- 
- Fateperſons,-as;thinking.t 


yarape page tm \ +8 wes =_ 
ianity, have made it) then great: -bilinelyta 

their-Priyors faſt act of cones rv 
g-forget a6d-ncg- 


. 
- 


founded: with thor own;treams .and-tam 


bles, and - 


millaken commotrions af/wild:faiy and after, for 
Parmerr rr mig mop ge Hm y 
nie: fiogy the-mftimoeny of a gaod- Coalciencs, 
hat is,” fram a reflexidn;on! SN nkes like. ( In. 
| - Fort, 
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#thofe; as men vughr:not'ro 'bevale; andnegledt the 
improving! of'their indorſtanding in ſearchins-into 
commiqnly reputed truths, os railing their other fa- 
culties'of utterance-in whatever caſes may benefir 
theniſelyes'or others, ſo'bughtall-firſt ro make ſue 
of Tuch'#eeſarits x8: bffore, poken-of, :leſk while 
they ſped” their-xime ow whar - they mipht! have 
pared, they periſh for the lack of -knowledpe of 
war ſrely would haycmadethem happy. .. -- 
 -ſetord otigitial ofichisadeſtruttive ipnoramite 
-imotipft us; conceive Ho'be'the +itaking the ins- 
texe i wily; or\what its heartily robe aThri- 
_ or err. 'Maty-poor:honelt-minded! por- 


| vel rd Way e litde'dlfe, than ro-be 
Sho headed teh hint (2u91y of Baſtion, 'which-of 
@ vi OY ipit-if manytrwye 


paſbſh} 1 You” Thy y; ſuchhyere 

bone hd why OIft hogs ts anfiverfortiin. 

alt Oh dPtioreTobricty and good ceah- 

ighE (ripe bo mating Wd 

; ad! "m2 holy Eyes - 
"Whenith&5p 


- eels Ne ortheurien Khiekatts 
\ eek — Aoten licit 4nf6at 
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-And having. cun"away with. this miſtake, whatever 
it was, which they remembred to- haye raifed their 


ions of griefs, hopes or joys, this they conceived 


incs to fol- 
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upon, is fome mon: pride and ſelf conceir. As they 
-are confident they are- Saints and ſhall be ſaved, 
Whereas the reprobate World they are ſure ſhall 
periſh, ſo haye they the ſamegood confidence that 
they have Saving knowledge, anda more Spiritual 
netion. of Divine Truths than orher people, who 
cannot. but be carnal, becauſe they talk ſo much 
ot reaſon, and endeayour both to apprehend and 
reach Chriſtianity, ſo as romake ſenſe of it, and give 
a reaſon for ir: And whac maryel if ſuch who are 
ignorant or miſtaken, and will not leasn, periſh by a. 
deſtruQtipe ignorance ? ED 

A fourth evil, which will be cafily apprehended 
to be of the ſame malign influence, is the admiration 
of ſome mens perſons. There have beenmenwholſe 
buſineſs it has been to. tyake thernſelyes. pupular, to. 
the end they might have. power to oyerturi whar 
they did.nor like. Thele have {crewed themſdiyes 
into a good- eſteem among common peopke, by 
RE Grate, age wht Deo 

Xt Great ones and Goyernours, (things which 
ple are ohiays greedy votiear of and By a oft 
on of thoſe paris, Wy 


| = 
tation of thofe parts, which they hatin an odd Way 
from athermen, have gainedrhe'tepure of wiſe, atid 
able, .and holy: which adyatitage when they were 
ſenſible they, had gor:. they theh lead the proj 
whither they plealed, as-theyTaw” themſthes able. 
Aad haying brought,a multirude ro..chis paſs, that 
they would, hear none bur. thern, the poor. people 
| knew'litfle' more than what as Adegortaocy 


L.. 
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Know, andfthþſc were moſtly (ach, euridficies and. 
whimfies 48 ſpoken of, hich did confound, nor 
- edifie unto falyation. 

A. ffi otizitfal of this lack of {bber. knowledge, 
ir barbarolis Wins cy te. m ENS 'own. IRONS, thouph 
£60/ rafhly by! cham Taken tp. The thoft then can- 
hot ehdiire \f hin beck miltakbn + and When they 
ſcerheir error; confeſs It fiot robe ſuch, but thdea- 
your to 'thake it Seckable, till they haye, even 
| Sy ao theinſelves ind bdlieve their own delbfion. 

* th/befides that thefe opititons, id the 'de- 

e 


nce of them, take up tho Fo Sony kr; which 
oB&r Ne O * 441% - e . , D | ing as in 
\ Neinp, And ft dr bo the 
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un thie:cnd totally i{-beiteve. By this means come | 


multitudes ro. periſh; for wane of ſuch a knqy- 


Iegge ,' which, acquieſces'in the gue; cyidence of 
Fruths. | CR fo wg 


Bur what redreſscan be found for thisdeftruQive * 


wanr of fqber Diviae knowledge? 
. The remedies.45e either prblick Or Pr1ugte. I begin 


with' the private, which I commend to eycry mans - 


Conſcience in the fear of God, as by 2 ſtrit ſcrutiny 


thereof he finds himſelf moxe or leſs to ſeck, either 
in underſtanding the notions, or ſeeking the evidence. 


of Divine Truths. - 


The $7 will be, to. reſa'vs upon 2 ſpirit of auch | 


wels and Jubwmiſion to the Church, and thoſe-whi 


Xe by hes ſear, ag able toiaſtruQ&hem inthe Lord. 


It is beyond all controyerlie, and canfels'd by our 
 Adyerlarjes, that all thoſe things which are neceſſzy 


to. our: alyation ,;are certainly determined by, gur 
Chyrch; As te thole things which are more yncer- 
tain gnd indifferent, and fo apr to ingenerate fery- | 
es, ng man of wodeſty or good maaners but muſt . 

ſt determined by Su- - 

petiors. ' And. jt.is vadouien, that our Lord ap». 
painted Gayezzors a0 Paſtors in his Capreh, aps. 


fay , they are likely to. þe be 


that when he pro 


TT £0 
end of the wopld, he adrdus roothey ſhould con- - 
tinue- to the. end of the world. Agd whon that 
command ( and the like } was given, 0cy:them that 
bave Mg :14(e, per you in the Lord,” and pv ou 
faves, it. was; ingeoded to.oblige ynte the end Fi 


be. with them wato-the. - 
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the worid : Wherefore I ſee not how men can doubr 
bur that they are indiſpenſible bound by the Law 
of God to what 1 adyiſe.- And one would think 
whar I adviſe is ſo reaſonable, that it ſhould eaſily 
take. For whar is it in efte&, but to defixe common 
people to haye the charity and civilrty to their Kings 
and Parkaments , and thoſe Reyerend Convocativn, 
which haye laboured in the modelling the DoQtrine 
and Orders ef our Church, according to Primi- 
tive patterns, to belicye them neither to have been 
Knaves nor Fools : to have underſtood berter than 
a company of pragmatical Novelliſts, :(many of 
whom ſcarce cyer read oyer three good Books in 
thairlives, beſides the Bible) what was Chriſtian, 
and Primitive, and neceſſary : and then not to haye 


| And as'tous'WhoateNdiriffers, les ns carcfully reach 
| according t6'this form ofDodtrino, leſt ye come to 
233. ' hay © 
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have charged upon us not only Error and Schifn 
but alſo Apoſtacy,--if nor Pantry. This will be 
one more private remedy of the want of neceſſary 

knowledye. | | 

A ſecond will be, that people would endeayour, 
when conyerſant in the publick worſhip of God, 
to hear with underſtanding : 1 mean, would not 
_ only attend unto the words and forms of ſpeech 
which they hear, bur to the rhings, and endea- 
your to carry them with them treaſured up-in 
faithful minds, | It's poſſible every plain man un- 
derſtands not eyery word, or if fe did, could 
not remember the hundredth part : yet the drift, 
ſcope and common ſubject of all , repreſented 
in ſa various forms, few attentive perſons can 
miſs. As for inſtance+ ſuppoſe me to haye heard 
a diſcourſe of Repentance ; poſlibly all the pre- 
paratives to it, and particular rules in its 
practice, I may not ſo diſtintly conceiye or re- 
tain : but thus much, that without Repentance 
. bo. forgiyeneſs of ſin is to be. had, ana every 
forrow. for ſin is not Repentance, bi it muſt be 
a durable Reformation. which only will paſs with 
God ; this I'may- eaſily retain. {And fo much as 
this ſhould a perſon. definent in ſober knowledge 
learn by cach Sermon, truly he would not be 
long in-danger of. periſking by any deſtructive ig- 
NOFAlnce. {- $2 tr Ty Ho 
Thirdly, Let each perſon conſcicntiouſly cleave 
| | Ss - unto, 


by (29) ; | 
- unto, and praftice what he underſtands; and hath 
ſufficient evidence. to perſwade.him-is-his concern... 
ment. What. we have- above ſaid of Errors; is 
no leſs certain. of all Chriſtian. Truths. and Dy: 
ties.; they have-a moſt neceſſary connexion, -and_ 
one. will draw' im another../ He-that adheres'to 
one Truth, will by force and conſequence 'of that 
be lead into. more. He that pradiſeth righteouf- 
neſs in hs common dealings with man, will at 
length ſee he muſt give (ſar the things that are 
Cafars, as iwell> as pay Fobn- and Thomas the 
money he owes them ; that is, -be'a' Loyal as 
well as an. Honeſt man.” Beſides, ſuch*may ex- 
pc& rhe bleſſing and influence of Heaven to ſuc- 
_ cour their weakneſs: for the ſecret of the 'Lojd is © 
with them: that fear him, \andl he will ſhew them his 
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- Lafdly, Let ſuch an one Feware of all thoſe fore+ 
recited evils, which induce an ignorance of plain 
neceffarigs. Let him: be- content his Faith be no 
larger thikiithe Churches. + Let him. place ſince* - 
fity in an h#neſt heart, and conſcientious: practice. 
Let him bE&ware of pride; felf-conceit; and being 
led by the noſe by men diſſenting from publick 
determinations, and of. popular and moving hn- 
mour. Let him: neyer-be ' aſhamed to' acknow- 
ledge. and renounce his! error , ,or' to amend. his 
faulr, and m nothing let him live againf}, the 
folid  rational- ditates of his Conſcience. Solid 
Aa - © rational. 
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rational diQates, I ſaid, for in matters of plain 
neceſiity , Conſcience will quickly be reſolyed-: 
and .in ſcruples touching leſſer matters, 1 am of 
.the mind clearly, without any other difficult rules, - 
every common man ought to. ſubmit his Judgment 
ro his Spiritual Guides, and they theirs to the deter- 
mination of the Church; and that is a ſhort iſſue, and 
we may quickly liye ſober, honeſt, and in peace; 


and I think then we. are wiſe enough unto ſchuation, 
that is, paſt*rhe danger of being deſtroyed for lack of 
knowledge. | | | 


Ir remains I ſhould now ſpeak to the pullick 
remedics : but theſe, according to the [purport 
of my former Dottrine, I leave to my Superiors, 
whom rhey concern, and. whom I pretend not to 
inſtrudt, as being always reſolved, according to 
my Duty, to believe them. wiſer /than my ſelf, 
and. berter 'to- underſtand rhe .redrefs''of publick 
evils. I will therefore briefly conchade'the whale, 
in an earneſt addreſs to perſons of all conditions; 
that they will each.exdeavour by the nioft proper 
means they have-heard, or can deviſe, to-fecure to 
yo elves , and propagate amongſt others ,: this 
praftical knowledge ,,a knowledge which may make 
them and rhe World more pure, more'peaceable, 
_ full of all good works, wichout partialiry and with- 

out hypocrifte, ;. fo 
. My. Brethren; we: alt of us profels to be Chi. 
fhans, that'is,, perſons; who belicyc qur*ſclyes ta 
93  - E 2 . haye 
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have here no abiding place, ' but to ſeek one to come, 
« City which has foundations 4hrſ? 'Batder- aud Taker 
# God ; this World -therefore'to- be- a:phace' which 
we muſt only paſs' through ,” bue' yet that -we 
ought ſo to: demean our: fedyes: in our pallage, 
as to ſecure a bliſsful reception ar our jonrneys 
end - If this -be our'belief, as: it-is our pretence, 
there can be but two things, -as- to-our  Souls,-of 
concernment to' us : thie firſt; zo know what may 
make ys virtuous; the ſecond; to be virtzous'in pur: 
fuance of what we know. Ir is the firſt of theſe 
which my whole difcourſe/hath* driven ar, yer ſo 
that inall likelihood, that acrain'd will ſecure the” 
latrer. * | f | 
And I beſeech you giye- me kaye x litthe ro 

expeſtulate the caſe : Whar haye'rheſe glorious, 

theſe: Heayen-born Souls'of ours'deſeryed of us; 
that they ſhould be niade ſlayes'and vaſlils to 
what is baſe or mean > that they ſhould'be rais's 
and. imployed to no: better offices, than to un- 
derſtand how to et and: drink well, or how to 
amaſs' thick clay, or get. money." it may be to 
. put it into a bag with-holes * Or tf we think 
knowledge an acquiſt more worthy of them ,. 
: bw then ſhould they be airy and' trivial notions 

only which we will purfae 2 Why not this know- 
ledge which is both of preſens and eternal aſe 
ol excellence 5 which will -transform us into the 
Divine likeneſs here in- Virtue, and hereafter in 
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| | or us, rag a, tt all 3 
honoaralle, and which may og tak. -- 
us knowing. For all wiſe men judge him to be 
the moſt Learned, who underſtands not.ſe-mugh 
Variety . of thin &S,\ as that one. thing; which Ccon- 
cerhs bi and' Which he. profeſſes. Now as Chri- 
| ſtians what concerhs us more, or what profeſs we ' 
more than Holineſs? 

Then, if we look to the effects of this know- 
ledge, it is really moſt Pleaſant, as conducing 
ro pofleſs us of clean and quiet breaſts , the 
2" pleaſure on earth, and much the moſt 
able. | 

Again, we cannot be unſenſible of thoſe moſt 

efteCtual means and advantages , which we have 
| hereto, if we will not be wanting to our ſelves ; 
God having revealed the Dottrine hereof from 
| Heayen, and thar byythisSon. ſentinto the world ts 
enlighten every mai. OO 

As we would not then be deſtroyed eyerlaſt- 
ingly, by our own ſelves too, and that moſt in- 
excuſably, let us med:zate in theſe things day and 
night ; Let the knowledge of the Holy , the rule of 
Virtue, and arricles and evidences of Faith, which 
aro all ſo many incentives to the moſt ſtritly 
virrtſous life , be. our greateſt ſtudy. We ſhall 
thus ſurely eſcape this danger of periſhing for 
lack of knowledge: and then there can be bur one 
Oy _  Ganger. 
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nger only remaini aha that is of periſhia 
or ack of  etfle. flick too: certainly we- ſtall. 


if we ſuffer ſuvk knowledge to have irs 
work pon us. | 


"Which that we may FY f the Lor# grant Us bis grace, 
1+ and by that bring us to giory,. through Feſus 
| / Ce" our Lord : To whom, VKe.\.. i 
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